
During the unit students are engaged in 7 high-interest lessons that include a teaching 
Power Point with vivid, real world photographs. Students identify different land and water          
habitats as well as ecosystems within habitats. They explain that plants and animals get 

what they need from their habitats and how they adapt to living in water and on land. 

Students explain and compare habitat diversity. They explore why some habitats are more diverse than others 
and discover the interdependence of living things. Students learn why ecologists study habitats and 
ecosystems and how some habitats are being protected and restored.

As the unit progresses students apply science practices such asking questions, making observations, 
planning and carrying out investigations, and analyzing and interpreting data. Students are also asked to 
evaluate and communicate information. 

Students practice the content learned in each lesson through 6 hands-on investigations that include making 
models, creating simulations, and designing and labeling diagrams of land and water habitats. 

Students view videos on each lesson topic. They engage in Talk About It partner discussions after each lesson 
and Write About It response activities in their science journals.

Key science vocabulary is introduced in each lesson and defined in context. Students practice math and 
literacy skills with science center extension activities. The centers use science content to support math and 
reading skills as students work with science vocabulary, cause & effect, sorting and classifying, and reading 
and solving science related word problems.

Students are assessed after each lesson with Quick Check exit tickets in two differentiated formats. A final 
assessment that includes differentiated page options is given upon completion of the unit. 

Additional materials and unit components including posters, learning target/objectives cards, and picture 
cards, offer lesson support and visual references for students throughout the unit. 
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